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Richard Vaughan 
Interview with Mro Richard Vaughan, May 4, 1979, 
in South Charleston, West Virginia. Name of 
interviewer is Norman D. Munsey. 
NM: Uh, for the record sir, would you sta, state your 
full name? 
RV: Richard Vaughan. 
NM: Richard Vaughan. Where were you born, Mr. Vaughan? 
RV: Hot Springs, Virginiao 
NM: What year? 
RV: Nineteen, nineteen seventeeno 
NM: Nineteen seventeen? Uh, what was your father's and 
mother's name and your father's occupation please? 
RV: My father's name was Herbert Vaughano Mother's name 
is Martha Jane Vaughan. 
NM: Okay. Mro Vaughan, uh, where did you go to school, sir? 
RV: In Summerstown. 
NM: Summerstown, where? 
RV: In Talcott, West Virginia, Summers County, West Virginia. 
NM: Summers County, West Virginiao Uh, when did you, when 
and where did you graduate from high school? 
RV: In Tal, named Talcott, 1933. 
NM: How do you spell that town, sir? 
RV: T-A-L-C- 0-T-T. 
NM: Talcott, oh, uh, what were you doing, what were you 
doing in, uh, what were you doing when war broke 
out in December 7th, 1941? 
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RV: What was I do, where was I or what was I doing? 
What occupation? 
NM: Both. 
RV: Well I was working for this wholesale grocery outfit 
as a salesman. 
NM: And where was that, sir? 
RV: It was in Charleston. 
NM: Here in Charleston? 
RV: Uh, huh. 
NM: Uh, and, and when did you join the service, sir? 
RV: The day after Pearl Harbor, December, January thirdo 
NM: January third? 
RV: Yeah. I was deferred for six months when I, I was 
calling on these little grocery stores up in the 
country, like Grantsville, these places, you know. 
NM: Uh, huh. 
RV: You go back up there, these men would say, "If I was 
a young man, I'd •• o" You know? I got so, I didn't 
go back (laughs). I went down and enlisted in the Navy. 
NM: Uh, and why, why the Navy? 
RV: I'd like the Navy more so than the Army. 
NM: Uh, where did you join? 
RV: What? 
NM: Where did you join? 
RV: Wha • 
NM: Where did you enlist? 
RV: In Charleston. 
NM: Here in Charleston? 
RV: Uh, huho 
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NM: And where did you, uh, where did they send you to, 
for your training, sir? Where did you go first? 
RV: Little Creek, Virginia. 
NM: You went directly from here to Little Creek? 
RV: Uh, huho 
NM: And could you tell me something about your training, 
uh, 
RV: Yeah •••• put us in the armed guard_ you know. 
That's, you know, what the armed guard is? You know? 
You're guarding the merchant shipso You had guns on 
the mer ••• that's when it first started. 
NM: Arming the merchant ships? 
RV: Uh, huh. The first ones, yeaho 
NM: And, uh, did you, didn't you have any basic training? 
RV: Three or four, three or four weeks. 
NM: And then you went directly into the armed guard? 
RV: Well we, uh, this was in the armed guard tra, training 
place for the armed guard in Little Creek, Virginia. 
NM: And they combined, uh, the basic training with the 
training for the armed guard? 
RV: Uh, huh, uh, huh. 
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NM: How long did the training last? 
RV: Oh, it didn't last over, bout I'd say, three or four 
weekso 
NM: And then, three or four weeks of training and you were 
ready to be, uh, given an assignment? 
RV: Uh, huh. 
NM: Uh, which, what was your first assignment? Uh, • 
RV: Well they shipped us from Little Creek, Virginia, 
to, uh, Maryland, from there to Philadelphia. I got 
on a, they assigned us to a merchant shipo This is 
a "Hog Islander" which meant that's a First World 
War ship. 
NM: Right. 
RV: And we stayed in Philadelphia three days and then we 
got on this ship and started down Delaware River, 
Delaware River. I think it was March the thirteentho 
NM: 1942? 
RV: Well, right after, well about a week, you know. Yeaho 
Okayo Then we went from there to Halifax and formed a 
convoy. After we got into Halifax we see all kinds of 
ships blown all to pieces over there. Then we got into 
a convoyo We went to Iceland. 
NM: What do you mean you saw all kinds of ships going to 
pieces? 
RV: Well they were torpedoed, been pulled into Halifax, 
you know, holes in 'em and stuff like that. Then we 
went into, uh, got in convoy, went to Iceland. As we 
was going into Iceland we run into some mines and we 
thought we were supposed to shoot 'em up, you knowo 
Last, we got an officer outt_a •• o our officer came 
outta Jones Beach in Phila, in New York. And he didn't 
know his, a, anymore about this thing than we did and 
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we thought we was supposed to shoot the mines up. 
He said, "Don't bother '·em, don't bother 'emo" 
And then we got this big, uh, Danish boy, couldn't 
even speak English, in the American Navy. He was 
ju, jumpin' up and down and gonna shoot it but he 
had a little fuss with our officer. 
NM: Yeah . 
RV: Anyway, we left the mines alone, until we got to 
Iceland. 
NM: Do you, do you remember the officer's name? 
RV: No, I don't know the, he's from Jones Beach. New York. 
That's all I know. The first day he was on ship, we 
didn't have any officers to start with. Where they 
got him from, I don't knowo We were assigned this 
ship, thirteen sailors and we had a gunner's mate. 
He was going to take over and the last day or so 
they came with this officer. Ensign. That first 
day on the ship, moment he got on, calesthenticso 
This way and that way. Man, they got us out there 
and worked us about an houro Had the bunch so damn 
tired they couldn't move, you know. Then he didn't 
get out of his bunk for 'bout three or four days. 
Then we got into Iceland. We stayed there maybe, I 
don't know. We formed the convoy maybe a couple of 
weeks probably. Then we started out for Russia. 
NM: Uh, would you tell me a little more about this ship? 
What, what was the ship's name? 
RV : Carlton. S.S. Carlton, C-A-R- L- T- 0-No 
NM: And it was a "Hog Islander." Could you tell me more 
about this type of ship? 
RV: Well, it's just an old World War Two ship, a World 
war One ship and wide open and thirteen knots. That's 
as fast as it would go. We were carrying high explosives. 
We had tanks on the deck of the ship. We had everything 
you can imagine, even flour and rum and everything. 
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Taking to the Russians. Rum, yeah, we had alot of 
rum on that, and then we had, actually it . got so 
bad out there it was in (inaudible) you get on that 
ship. I was in two convoys. Okay, I get 'em 
kinda confused. The first one we had started out 
to Russiao The fifth day out we were bombed and 
we came back into Russia . We had a little old 
trawler, I mean back into Iceland. Had a little 
trawler pulling us back in. 
NM: What happened? You were bombed but did you take 
any hits? 
RV: He missed, right beside the shipo The old man told 
us to abandon ship and this English skipper came up 
off of this destroyer. Said he'd have to take you 
abroad and put you down . But, you know, after he 
saw this damn, this damn high explosive he didn't 
come close to that ship anymore. He kinda kept 
gettin' away from there, you know. Thought it 
might go up at any time. Then when we started 
back to Iceland and got back within a hundred mile 
of Iceland by outself. A hundred mile of Iceland 
we thought we saw a ship on the water, you know, 
and kept on. Say that's a ship. And that's the 
damn truth. Finally got in pretty close to (inaudible). 
It was a Focke-Wulf reconnaissance plane and we had a 
four inch gun and two thirty caliber guns and two 
fifty calibers is what we had. Then this ship got 
over, this plane got over in the fog, you know. 
He came out of the fog about, he turned around about 
four times. (Telephone rings.) 
NM: Okay. What kind did you say that plane was, sir? 
RV: One of these German reconnaissance, it was a Focke-Wulf. 
NM: How many engines did he have? 
RV: Fouro 
NM: Four engineso Did he have floats on him? 
RV: Uh, huh, yeah. 
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NM: It was a float plane? 
RV: Uh, huho 
NM: Then after he came over you four times, what happened 
then? 
RV: He, he started to turn around four times, he started 
out. We had this four inch gun and these other guns. 
We did elevate that four inch gun, you know, and the 
guy started (inaudible) the plane from the, from the 
ship. We, uh, put fire on it that one shell, and the 
guy dropped his bomb but he was droppin' early and 
missed us. And just as he got over us he machine 
gunned us as he got over. The tail gunner, you know, 
the tail gunner. And, uh, he, then he took off. 
NM: How far out of Iceland were you? 
RV: A hundred miles. 
~ NM: Only a hundred miles. 
RV: We had an American air force base in Iceland at the 
time. But we, as we were comin' back in there, we 
had been bombed and we'd been in this battle, five 
days out of Russia, out of Iceland and •• o 
NM: How bad was your ship damaged? 
RV: Well, it wasn't too bad. They towed us back into 
Iceland. After we got there, before we got back 
there they got some of the repair by our own, you 
know. But, uh, it was an awful sea battle out there ' 
before we, we just got into that thing and got out, 
you know. But this ship of ours. These boys claimed 
one, one German bomber. As we was comin' down they 
kept flyin' over the ship and back aroupd, you know. 
We had a bunch of torpedo planes and a bunch of bombers 
out there after us, and submarines. 
NM: Did you see any submarines? 
Richard Vaughan 8 
RV: No, but we gotta hit. We could feel the hit when 
the torpedo hit the ship. He was callin', "Here 
it comes, watch out. watch out." You knowa And 
he's holdin' on tight but as he hit the ship, big 
thud and that was it. 
NM: A duda 
RV: Yeaha 
NM: Now, this was on the first convoy? 
RV: Yeaha 
NM: Uh, huh. 
RV: Then as the, uh, as this, uh, bomber. he goes up on 
these fifty calibers, hollerin' and laughin' about 
shooting this bomber down. Uh, and as he was circling 
around he bailed out his plane and this, uh, little 
destroyer behind us on our quarter, he took off to 
get him. And just before he got to him the other 
German plane came in and machine gunned their own mano 
NM: Machine gunned their own man? 
RV: Uh, huh. The ship there, the parachute comin' down 
and then the destroyer just turned around there and 
left. 
NM: And you saw him machine gun? 
RV: Uh, huho Oh yeah. Uh, I guess he figured he'd give 
some information to someone, you know. Then we stayed 
in Iceland, I don't know how long. We got alot, as 
we went back into Iceland, man, we were heroes back 
in there because they said we'd run outta, we did run 
outta ammunition. And they said we was shootin' 
flares at the planes and everything, you knowo Five 
days out of, out of Iceland. German reconnaissance 
places picked us up. They stayed near ou~ convoy, 
back and forth, back and forth. So, uh, then the 
second time we started out ••• 
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NM: Do you remember the date you sailed? 
RV: No, Jul, ( inaudible) • I know the date they got us a 
But anyway, the second time we started out, this, 
they had this one guy on there, you know. He'd 
been over there in the Pacific and he'd been blown 
outta the water once, a time before. And this 
morning he came up to me, you know, and got out 
two days a He called me Mr. Vaughan. First time 
thereI kidded 'em, you knowa They're merchant 
seamen. And I can tell his lips were blue, you 
know. He'd been chewin' upon 'em that long. But he 
disappeared. We searched the ship. We couldn't 
find him anywhere. So, all we know is he jumped 
overboard. He knew what he was going back onto. 
You get sixty miles from Norway and the Germans 
were right in Norway. As we got back out there 
this time we done pretty good. We thought we was 
winning, you knowo We thought we was winning. The 
ship beside you would go up. It wouldn't go up, it 
wouldn't go down. We wouldn't know where the hell 
it iso You look beside of you, the ship's gone. 
All you see is some black stuff in the water, the 
ship's gone. And I don•t know how many ships went 
up around our, around us. But we kept seeing something 
over the horizon_ you know. Something over the 
horizon, bout two days. Big ship or something over 
the horizon. Little old destroyer'd go over there, 
come back. And this English anti, ship right beside 
of us, you know. He says, uh, "Enemy aircraft on 
the horizon," you knowo He said, uh, "four" and then 
he kept, "eight" and then he got up to thirtyo He 
said, "Numerous enemy aircraft on the horizon!" And 
here came the damn bombers and everything else, you 
know. And then we had a hell a, little American, one 
of those new ones, you know do about forty knots 
(telephone rings). 
NM: Now what day was this that they first attacked by 
aircraft? 
RV: I dunno the date. I don't remember the dateo 
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NM: Uh, could you relate it to the day you sunk? 
RV: No. 
NM: How many days before? 
RV: Oh, no. I don't remember how many da, I don't 
remember, I remember we was scared to deatho 
Foul weather gear on all the time, couldn't 
take it off. 
NM: Did you wear a life vest at all times? 
RV: Oh yeah, uh, huh. We had on one of those ,.Mae 
Wests." 
NM: Did you, uh,did you have any idea of the danger ••• 
RV: Hell, yeah. 
NM: Of this convoy? 
RV: Hell, yeah. I thought we all had a fifty-fifty chance, 
we get a little lucky, then I, then these boys started 
talkin' we didn't have a chance in hell after the, 
after the fleet left us, you know. 
NM: Did you know the fleet was with you? 
RV: Yeah, they was all around us, you know, until we 
got this thing on the horizon. And then I guess 
we had to go in by yourself. They bombed me twenty 
four hour. Besides that, I was telling you about 
that little destroyer awhile ago. It got in the 
middle of the convoy. They had twenty four torpedo 
planes circling the convoy. They said, sittin' 
there like a duck. They were lettin' the torpedo 
plane loose. I guess they must, we must, the convoy 
must have shot down four or five of them. But this, 
uh, English people said, "Do not fire until they get 
back into the air." They wanted them to land and 
pick up the other crew. So we couldn't fire until 
they got back into the air. We coulda had, hell, 
this is not a sportin' event, you know. You haven't 
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heard this before. Anyway, uh, when they sunk us, 
I mean when the commodore says, "Spread one degree 
apart and make for Russia the best way you can." 
You know. That's when they took out after the 
battleship, German battleship. Everything left 
us but two ack ack ships and, even the submarines 
left us. 
NM: Uh, huh. 
RV: We were on our own two days out of Russia. And when 
they sunk us, why we could see this plane goin' overo 
Bout every two hours it would go over top of us, you 
know. Course, we aint got no, we, we weren't no damn 
sailors and the old skipper, he didn't know anything 
so we had that damn smoke stack goin' crazy with smoke 
comin' out there and tryin' to get goin' faster. 
NM: Could you tell us your skipper's name, sir? 
RV: Hansen, I believe his name, Norwegian. 
NM: Norwegian. 
RV: Or Swedish, Norwegian. Anyway, about eight o'clock 
one morning they got us. 
NM: What got you, sir? 
RV: Submarine. 
NM: Did you see it? 
RV: Uh, huh. 
NM: You saw the submarine? 
RV: Yeah. He surfaced after he got up and looked us 
over good. I guess he was busy as hell, sinking 
our ships. But, uh, then we had a bomber, no, a 
torpedo plane came in and landed and we were on 
rafts and little boats. 
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NM: Uh, how many rafts and boats? 
RV: Well, we had lost all, everything but one raft and 
one boat. 
NM: One raft and one boat? 
RV: Uh, huh, and they fired another torpedo at the 
ship. We was on the raft at the time. And, uh, 
this German plane landed a seaplane, says, uh, 
this guy got out and give us a Hitler salute, you 
knowo He said, "Zwei mann kom." How the. hell you 
gonna get two men, gonna come outta (inaudible). 
This little Phillipino and .another guy jumped in 
the water. Hell, it's ice. You know. We, uh, we 
almost up to our pole. We're in the ice as far as 
we can get. (Inaudible) swam over there and got in 
their plane and they took 'em off. 
NM: Wha, what? Describe the airplane. 
RV: It's a, I, I dunno what kind a plane it was. It 
was some kind of a seaplaneo It was a small, probably 
six passengers. 
NM: How many engines? 
RV: Two. 
NM: Floats, or was it a, an amphib L-RV: It had floats.J. 
NM: Okay . 
RV: But they took those guys off, then they started with 
one and took two more guys and one guy. By this time 
we got three hundred and twenty pounds. We threw all 
we damn clothes up in this little planeo But then, 
he took off, then later on his, uh, they sent this 
big ship in six motors. You know. And this little 
skipper of ours, this one boy was real bad burned 
up, this one boy in the armed guard. He's real bad. 
NM: Do you remember his name? 
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RV: Thompson, Robert Thompson from Prichard, West 
Virginia. So, uh, this little skipper ensign of 
ours, he said, "Now the gun crew will go," I 
thought, the hell. I'd be the last ones to go. 
You know. We was gettin' along allright on that 
damn raft. Say, "I'm not going." I say, I didn't 
think they could order you to gi, give yourself 
up. So I'm not goin'. So he kept on, you know, 
and said, "The gun crew will go." He got kinda 
nasty and I said, "Goddamn if I'm goin' !" You know. 
And this, this boy from Huntington, I mean Prichard, 
he says, "Well I'm not goin', Dick, unless everybody 
goes." His, his face was burnt all to pieceso When 
the torpedo hit he was comin' out of the head. Just 
as he got one foot out, the whole deck went out from 
under him. So we got in (inaudible). 
NM: What happened to the bomb ship? 
RV: Uh, it was this, airplane took us into Kirkenes, 
Norway. That's the most northern damn city in the 
world, I think. So stayin' out at this little houseo 
We was in it and this old captain, you know, he's 
standin' there, talk to him. You know, and the 
German guards, you know. They told me, "Stand up 
straight!" So they got this other guy up to me, 
they wanted me to go up and fix his collaro "Say, 
why don't you button your buddy's shirt up?" Well, 
when I started to do that I realized what the bastards 
wanted. You know what they wanted? You got that hand 
out, they want, you're stickin' it to Hitler. He, Heil 
Hitler salute, you knowo That's the truth. They want 
to get your picture holdin' your hand up like that. 
So, anyway, we stayed up there three or four days 
and these Russians, that's what, we couia hear the 
guns on the eastern front. They had coffins, goddamn 
coffins stacked up in the (inaudible). And so we 
stayed there two or three, three or four days, I 
guess. And these Russians would go around. They 
were starvin' to death. 
NM: What Russians were these? 
.,, 
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RV: Off the, off the, prisoners off the eastern front . 
See, we weren't very far from the eastern · front. 
And these Russians would go around, I saw one go 
over there and start kickin' on the ground, kickin' 
and kickin' and kickin' the damn groundo And finally 
he got down and picked up an old fish bone, been 
down there, layin' there for I dunno how long. He 
ate it. You know. So they gave us, they was goin' 
to feed us nice, you know. They sent us some sandwiches, 
Germans sent us some sandwiches. Whale blubber. See, 
we didn't, took one bite off one, threw it to the 
groundo Goddamn that stuff! You know. They said, 
"You' 11 be sorry you threw that away before -you 
leave Dutch land." (Laughs) I guess we would too, 
but we hadn't been captured long enough to get 
that hungry, to eat that damn stuff . Anyway, they 
put us on this ship. They didn't know what to do 
with us at first. Well, what the hell, Americans, 
the first ones in Germany, you know. If you want to, 
you can just turn us loose! So they put us on this 
ship and brought us down through the fjords o Maybe 
we stayed one night in Oslo. We went into a place 
in Denmark and I can't remember the town's name. 
NM: How did you get from, uh, Oslo to Den, Denmark? 
RV: On a ship, we was hangin' around, thought, "Boy oh 
boy, these little girls!" Think an English girl would 
come over and throw cigarettes over to us? You know. 
The Americans had, the first Americans they ever seeno 
NM: You could have what? 
RV: I couldn't a bought a ticket and got over there any 
faster than I went, you knowo And then the German 
guards cut these kids rations off 'cause they givin' 
us some cig, throwin' cigarettes to us, you knowo 
Then they kept us there for a couple of days then they 
put us on one of these trains, you know, these forty 
and eight things. Brought us into Wilhelmshaven. They 
kept us there, maybe a week but then they tried to 
interrogate youo But nobody had ever told us anything 
about ever being captured or what the hell to say or 
anything like that, you know. I didn't know what to do. 
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This boy from Huntington, you know, they ~arried 
him up there and I said, "What you tell 'em, Thomas?" 
•rwell I just told 'em, by God, there's not goin' to 
be a bomber, there's not goin' to be a bomb fall on 
Germany.rr He said, rryou just wait and see.rr He 
said, "How'll you do it?" He said, 11·we 1.ll just 
crank 'em fast as we couldo We'll blow the hell 
out of you all over there." I guess he laughed 
when he said it. I guess (inaudible) o 
NM: What about his wounds? 
RV: Well he got, one of those Russian doctors did a hell 
of a job on that boy's face, the Russian doctors up 
in, uh, Kirk, Kirkenes, Norwayo They had somethin9 
on that, put it on his face, didn't leave a scaro 
But anyway, they kept us up there and we could hear 
the bombers comin' overo They were English. They 
weren't very big raids. Then they took us down to 
between Hamburg and Bremen. Real closeo Called 
Marlag- Milag North. 
NM: How would you spell that? 
RV: M-A-R-L-A-G M-I-L-A-G. Marlag- Milag North. It was 
a navy camp. All these sailors there. Prison camp. 
Puttin' us with enlisted men, these English skippers 
were on the other side. 
NM: Who, where were the merchant seamen by now? 
RV: They were out about a mile from us, up on the hill. 
But, uh, anyway, uh, we lined up. Few damn sailors 
like we are anyway. So this guy walked up to this 
damn uniform you know. He said his name is Gusenfelt. 
He said, "You are Americans?" Yeso He said, "You got 
a Jew in the camp with you?" And we're looking at each 
other like crazy. "You a Jew? You a Jew?" "No, we 
ain't got any Jew." "Yes you do too. You got a Jew 
in camp today. His name is Feltheim. He is a German 
Jew o •t Well that was one of the se, they give us some, 
on the merchant ship. He's an engineer. He says, "I 
haven't been in every state in the United States 0 I 
have been in every city in the United States. I used 
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to work for Hearst Newspapers." Then he ~ept comin' 
around, mess in' around, talkin' to uso "Uh," he says, 
"I like your pants. I like your coat, I like your 
coat." So he talked to us for awhile and we had to 
go in this place and get some old German clothes 
and they pulled our clothes off, this foul weather 
gear, you know. 
NM: Why would they do that? 
RV: They probably needed it. I guess later on, eastern 
front back there. Hell, up in Russia where it was 
cold they needed everything they could get. And we 
kept those German clothes awhile then finally got 
some stuff from the Red Cross, English Army clotheso 
So we were stayin' over there about, uh, we were in 
that prison 'bout three, almost three years. 
NM: Same camp, all ••• 
RV: All but the last. We wanted to get with the Americans 
so damn bad. Germans put a bunch of Russians, this, 
about thirteen of us over there. So we wanted to get 
with the Americans. We'd been livin' with the English, 
you know. Fight all the time, just fightin', messin' 
around. So we'd fight, and baseball. Gettin' stuck 
in Red Cross. We had a, we had another boy with us. 
He was lettin' the Germans know everything we would do. 
NM: Do you remember his name? 
RV: Moore. I dunno, all I remember his name is Moore, 
from Texas. So we got, got his German to smuggle 
us in a radio. We saved these Red Cross, we got some 
Red Cross parcels. Saved cigarettes, to leave them 
things on there. We got so we were, the Germans 
found out about it. We dug it up every night and get 
the news. We'd put it back down. Here they'd come 
with their white uniforms on diggin' around and diggin' 
around (laughs). So, uh, they couldn't find the radio. 
They said, "We' 11 fix you. We' 11 just transfer you 
outta here." So they sent us coupla' months of the 
war to Hanover-American soldiers which hadn't been 
captured very long. So this German sergeant called 
us out there. We only sent seven before. All's we 
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had on, what they called (inaudible) for reveille, 
you know. The count, all the time. "Ein~ zwei, 
drei, hello. rr So they counted us. He called us out. 
He was a German sergeant. Then this loudspeaker, 
there were twenty four thousand American soldiers 
in there. He said, "See these boys?" He said, 
rrThey will be here almost three yearso'• He said, 
rrThey keep them cleano" He said, "You guys is kids o 
Come on." That, come in there, you know. He said, 
"You all are dyin'." They, we, they was just dyin' 
like crazye The Russians right close to us and they 
was dyin' a hundred fifty, two hundred a day. They 
hauled 'em out all the time. But we stayed there 
till the English came in and liberated uso 
NM: Do you know, uh, know what English unit that libera, 
liberated you? 
RV: Noc 
NM: Do, what was the date that you were liberated? 
RV: In April, right 
Roosevelt died. 
Roosevelt died, 
after, it wasn't too 




NM: What was the reaction of the news of his death? 
RV: Well, that's all we heard, that he died. 
NM: Uh, you know, uh, what were your guards? Were they 
navy or army or o •• 
RV: They were all German soldiers, all times. The longer 
the war was on the more older they goto Yeah, yeaho 
One of them there, he was a good old guy, you know. 
Like an old typical grandfather, you know. They would 
even talk about the Germans, you know, the soldiers 
and things, you give 'em a chance. If you got one of 
them by himself, he'll tell you, but if there are two 
of them together, he wouldn't tell you anything. 
NM: Uh, were you well treated in the prison camp? 
.I 
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RV: Yeaho We, we wanted to get out to work, you know. 
Put us on a farm where somebody could work, you knowo 
Where we could get sumpin' to eat. And, uh, they had 
orders that our ship would not, would not be worked 
at alL 
NM: Did you ever find out why? 
RV: No. I dunnoo 
NM: Did you eat, uh, did you eat okay? Wha, what did 
you eat? 
RV: Well they gave us a bowl of turnip soup everydayo 
And give seven a loaf of bread, German bread, seven 
men to one load. That's their song, you knowo 
"Seven Mann, Ein," that means seven men to one loaf. 
And you get a little bit of margarine made out of coal. 
NM: Made out of what? 
RV: They made margarine out of coal. But they had, uh, 
this German soup, would be these big rutabagas, they 
called them, you knowo Everyday you get a bowl of 
soup. But we would just take them, if you get a 
Red Cross parcel like you're supposed to have, we'd 
just take it and put it all together. Everybody 
put everything together and then we survived like 
that. This last camp we got into, these little 
kids over there, eighteen year old kids shot all to 
hell, they, Red Cross, they eat it all in one meal. 
They eat everything they had, one meal. Nothing 
else for the rest of the week. 
NM: How many, how often did you get a Red Cross package? 
RV: Well at first we got one once a weeko Then we got 
half of one, once a week. Then they kept on, but 
they put a chocolate in the bottom of that box, you 
know. The Germans they'd slit that, slit that box 
at the bottom, slip that chocolate out 'cause they 
liked, crazy about chocolate. How could you, it's 
an experience being over there. 
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NM: In a bombing pattern, as you call it, tell me more 
about that. 
RV: Well we had, in these barracks, they had a radar. 
They would try to make you go out to what they 
called bu, bunkers, shelterso What it is, is a 
damn ditch, you know o But we would never go out 
there but after we were there awhile we had these 
thousand plane raids o You know. They'd go right 
over top of us. English go over at night and the 
Americans come over in, in the daytime. And we 
could see all the planes and hear the fighters 
up above 'em. German fighters, the American fighters, 
you knowo And we had the damndest war up in that air, 
you know. You could hear these guns goin' offo Then 
they kept goin' over top of Hamburg, you knowo 
Wouldn't touch Hamburg. So the Germans began to 
think that's an international cityo They wasn't 
goin' to bother Hamburg. So we's in the bunker 
one night and there's the, hell a, damndest storm 
you ever heard, you know, and just about that time 
we heard these planes' motors, the planes comin' 
over. We thought, well hell, there's no way they'd 
be up there tonighto And they came over that night 
and they unloaded everything they had on Hamburgo 
And the next morning here comes the Americans with 
another thousand plane raid. Right over top of 
Hamburg and unloaded everything. They tore Hamburg 
all to hell. A year and a year and a half later 
on they were still puttin' notices in the papers, 
you know. Deaths in Hamburg. And these things 
would go over in formation, you know, and everything. 
They'd come back out of there like a bunch of damn 
planes shot down right around us. Them Flying 
Fortresses, you know, the B-17. And we got, this 
one guy tried to send him clothes and stuff, you know, 
good stuff, you know_ They's very few of them lived. 
They had some pilots over there. 
NM: Why, uh, were they wounded? 
RV: Yeah, oh yeah. This one plane come over, you know. 
All the plane's comin' back and this one plane was 
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crippled and he was tryin' to get to, uh, Sweden. 
About that time, you know, we was, we would go out 
to see a raid on. Hell, it's all we had to do, 
'specially at night. They're pretty at night, 
you know. And, uh, this plane come over. It was 
as light as a damn, uh, a fighter gets on one of 
those damn bombers, he's gone in less than a minute, 
you know. So this crippled plane, they got him and 
he, and he's in a, tried to get in a cloud banko 
They, them German fighters got, he was gone in less 
than a minute, I guess. You know. You just hear 
'em comin'. Some of 'em never get out. But, uh, we 
kinda liked to see it, the raids, especially on 
Saturday night as they were goin' over Bremen. 
We could see raids over Hanover, Wilhelmshaven. 
NM: What was the name of that place? 
RV: Hanover. 
NM: The one after that. 
RV: Wilhelmshaven. We could see 'em over Bremen. We 
could see 'em over Hamburg, see 'em everywhere. At 
night we could see these planes comin' over and all 
these kids, German kids, were manning the pl, manning 
the search lights in the towns at the time 'cause the 
Germans hadn't anybody to put on 'em, you know. And 
they'd put these search lights on these damn bombers 
and, you know, and they'd hold them in their search 
lights and they quit firin' at him and I, you see a 
fighter come in to drop these flares, you know, and 
kinda take off. And it wouldn't be a minute till 
these planes, that damned fighter would get that 
bomber. 
NM: I'd like to go back, Mr. Vaughan, and ask you a couple 
of questions. You say that when the ships was torpedoed, 
did, did you see the submarine that, that, uh, • a • 
RV: He hit, yes he submerged and looked us over. 
NM: Okay. Now you were in how many rafts? 
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RV: We had one raft and one boat. 
NM: One raft and one boat. Were you tied together? 
RV: No. 
NM: Uh, did you remain together until you were taken 
off by the, uh, German planes? 
RV: A few of us did that's on the raft, but now the boat, 
the guys in the boat, I think it was about fifteen 
of 'em stayed in the boat. And they got out when 
they took, taken some, come back to get them, they 
got, got out of the way. And they was rowin' around 
up there in that damn North Sea. And nine, they was 
out to sea nineteen days. And I think they lost, one 
of the guys died out there. Whenever they rowed into, 
finally got into land they rowed right into Norway 
and the damn Germans. 
NM: Did, uh, was the captain in the boat or in the raft? 
RV: He was with us. 
NM: He was with you in the raft? 
RV: Yeah, uh, huh. 
NM: One other question. Uh, did the submarine do more 
than look you over? 
RV: No, that's all, that's all. He didn't, he didn't stop. 
Cause he had, hell, all these ships were goin' everywhere. 
They were goin' crazy out there when they said, "Spread 
one degree apart and make for Russia the best way you 
can. ,r Hell, they were turning around in the middle of 
the ocean. goin' here, goin' to the ice, goin' everywhere, 
you know. We got, these skippers were goin' crazy, you 
know. Merchant ski, skippers, you know. They didn't 
know what the hell to do. 
NM: Another question, uh, you said you were carrying tanks. 
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RV: Uh, huh. 
NM: I, uh, heard that, uh, that, that some of the ships 
carrying tanks unlimbered the guns on the tanks and 
used them as anti-aircraft. 
RV: We tried. We tried to get into 'em. We tore the 
tops. They had, had 'em sealed up, you know. We 
tore all that stuff off and tried to get into the 
tanks so we could use, use it. Hell. They're no 
good. They were goin' to sink 'em anyway. So we 
tore all that stuff off the damn tanks tryin' to 
get in there and use it. Couldn't get. We didn't 
know what to do. That would'a been a hell of a 
ship if we'd a had all those damn tanks firin' at 
one damn plane, you know. 
NM: But you couldn't, uh, get the guns to work? 
RV: No. They had 'em sealed up so damn bad. That damn 
sea, kept them from the sea. And another thing is 
that when the, these damn guys kinda get on edge, 
you know, 'specially these merchant seamen. They 
knew we had alot of rum up front in a hold. So they 
were gonna get that damn rum. We hadda go up there 
and stand watch on that damn hold to keep the merchant 
seamen from takin' the damn rum. Uh, huh. Our orders 
to shoot 'em if they come up to that hold, uh, huh. 
NM: What was your position as a gunner? Wha, what did 
you man? 
RV: I manned a fifty calibero 
NM: And what, what was your position on the boat? 
RV: It was forward. 
NM: On the bow? 
RV: Uh, huh. 
N¥: Did you, uh, see the torpedo that hit you? 
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RV: No. 
NM: Where did it hit you? 
RV: Right amidshipso If it had been anywhere else I 
think that that damn thing would have exploded like 
hell. You see, 'cause it, that thing was, uh, had 
high explosives all over it. 
NM: How long did it take the ship to sink then? 
RV: Uh, about eight 
eight minutes. 
I think all but 
minutes or soo I imagine so, about 
Give everybody a chance to get off. 
two or three got off. 
NM: Now we'll talk but, uh, I think we've gotten just 
about everything we need. 
RV: Does this kinda jive with other people, whatever 
they told? 
NM: More or less. There's minor discrepancies but it's 
pretty close and, uh, your memory is quite good. 
It's a shame that ••• 
RV: See, I get it confus.ed about those two runs we did 
in convoy. I get one confused with the other. 
NM: I'm sure you would. 
RV: 'Cause, uh, we were back into Iceland, we got almost 
bombed that time, you know_ Then, you tal, talk one, 
the one with the other. 
NM: Well that's, uh, well that's it and I thank you very 
much for your, uh, kind cooperation. 
RV: Did you know they brought us back here and I got a 
pass for a ninety six day leave? 
NM: You did? 
RV: Uh, huh. Everywhere I'd go these guys hadda show 
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Then somebody would say, they'd say, "If you've 
been a prisoner of war u •L say, "you've gotta go 
out and volunteer and go to sea. 11 "Where we gonna 
go?" •tGoin' to Japan." I say, "I've gotta volunteer 
to go back to sea? You can go to hell? 't (Laughter) 
Who asked you that? 
I dunnoo Some of those officers said you gotta 
volunteer once you're a prisoner of war, yeah. 
Where was this? 
It was in Great Lakes, uh . . . 
This was after you came back . . 
Yeah. 
NM: Well, uh, I can't think of anything else right now that, 
that, you know, that applies right now to convoy, uh, 
PQ-17 but, uh, I sure thank you for your time and, uh, 
if I think of anything else I might be back in a day 
or two just for a brief question. 
RV: Only time that they ever tried to make us work over 
there, you know, was when the Americans said to Bremen 
and fill some bomb craters, bomb holes, you know. 
NM: Uh, huh. 
RV: But these bombin' raids would go and they missed the 
whole town. Yeah. This old, uh, bastard, you know, 
about four foot ten, eleven, you know. A damn German 
officer who was a son of a bitch, you know. He speak 
perfect English. He said, "You will be ••• " Come 
up here now this guy gonna say, •t Arbei t ! Arbei t ! •t 
You know~ you know. I'd be in my barracks thereo 
"Arbeit! Arbeit!'t Yeah. Four o'clock in the 
morning go to Bremen to fill up bomb holes. Yeah. 
And we went, said, "Hell no!" So we got this gunner's 
mate, "Charlie, Charlies, you arbeit!" "Arbeit!" 
Well, they don't care what a guy, he wouldn't go. So 
they called us down the next morning, this goddamn 
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little bastard, you know. Oh, he's a son of a bitch. 
He cussed, you know. Lined us up there. -Says, "If 
you ever refuse to work while you're in Deutschland 
one more time, you will be court martialed and put 
into a civilian jail.~ This, he's a strange little 
son of a bitch. Oh, he wasn't very tall. You gotta 
go to him. These damn Germans, they look pretty 
smart in those uniforms. 
NM: What color were their uniforms? 
RV: Blue, blue. 
NM: Did they have, do you remember any insignia on 
RV: No, shit! They had so much. All of them wore this 
damn iron cross. Bout all of them had it. But now 
the guards would, the guards had to be army 'cause 
they were all (inaudible). 
NM: Well, Mr. Vaughan, I sure thank you and you've helped 
me out tremendously. 
RV: Well, okay. 
